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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The following listing of claims will replace aU prior versions and listings of claims in the 
present application. 

hMvP Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A fishing apparatus, comprising: 

a buoyant board-like support member having at least a pair of opposing gripping apertures or 
indentions provided therein, the gripping apertures or indentions each being dispfised 
jn^^> ..c p..tiv^ nnnnsing ^ ^ p<>^ »f the suonoiT member and e^ch being ouitobly ohapod 
.i^n p ,n .vi. that ci,h.tantiallv parallel to the respective opposing edges and 
...A^i^ ^ fa.;Ht«iP insertion the finders of both hands of a user ii^ the respective pair of 
^^.^^ ,r^,»M. indention, .imnlt^neomlv thereby providing for ballsed hand 
gripping at or near r ocp e otive opposing odgeo of the support member byaus a r . 
a fish container secured to the support member for holding fish; and 
a first bait container secured to the support member for storing bait. 

2. (Original) The fishing apparatus of claim I. wherein the support member has a cleat 
mounted thereon for tethering to a usa. 

3. (Original) The fishing apparatos of claim 1, wherein the support member has a securing 
aperture tberetfirongh for tethering to a user. 

4. (Original) The fishing apparatus of claim I. wherein die support member is filled with an 
expanded polystyrene material. 

5. (Original) The fishing apparattis of claim I, wherein the support member has a fluorescent 

outer surface. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) Thefishingappaiatusofclaiml.whcTeintiiesupportmemberhflSfourgripping 
indentations provided therein. 
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8. (Canceled) 

9. (Original) The fishing appamms of claim 1. wherein the support tnerober has four gnppmg 

apertures therethrough. 

(Currentlyamended) The fishing apparatus of claim 1. further comprising a te&er secured at 
or near one of its ends to the support member, the tether be«f adapted for being see«H»g 
secured at or near the other of its ends to a user. 

11. (Original) The fishing apparatus of claim 1 . wherein the support member is equipped for 

measuring the length of a fish. 

12. (Currently amended) A fishing apparatus comprisingi 
a buoyant board-like support member, 

a fish container secured to the support member for holding fish, the fish container being equipped 

with one or more apertures for passage of ambient water therethrough; 
a first bait container secured to the support member for storing bait, the first bait container being 

equipped with one or more apertures for passage of ambient water therethrough; and 
a first upright mbulM gear container secured to .xtn^dinp suhstantiaUy above the support 

member miJ h u ung a go nc Mf > lly tubular oh n p«^ for supporting elongated fishing gear m^ 

f^n^ ff^nHfttlv ver t<^-»i position above the Support ipeiifiber:. 
13. (Canceled) 

14 (Currently amended) The fishing apparatus of claim** 12, fiuther comprising a utihty bar 
secured to the support member, the utility bar having a plurality of storage apertures 

tiierethrougb for receiving fishing gear. 
IS. (Currently amended) The fishing apparatus of claim 14. comprising at least three upright 

tubular gear containers secured to ^r-^ ^t^Hi.f. .ubsfantiallv above the support member. 

and wherein the utility bar is connected across the three upright gear containers at an 

elevation above the upper surface of the support member. 
16 (Previously presented) The fishing apparatus of claim 1. wherein the support member is 

equipped with at least one mdder for stabUity while fishing, the mdder having at least two 
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18. 
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flat sides. 

(OrigioaO The fishing apparatus of clmml.wbeieintbesupportmemberhasafc^^^^ 
aperture sized and shaped to receive the fi8h container therethiougj.. whereby a portioii of the 
fish container extends downwardly beneath the support member. 
(Original) The fishing apparatus of claim 17, wherein the fish container is a genetally 
tubular-shaped net that permits the submergence offish disposed therein while fishing. 
19. (Original) The fishing apparams of claim 18. wherein the net has a mouth that is adjustable 

between an open configuration and a closed configuration. 
20 (Original) The fishing apparatus of claim 1. wherein the suppoitmembcr has a bait-holding 
aperture si.ed and shaped to receive the fi«t bait container therettirough. whereby a portion 
of the first bait container extends downwardly beneath the support member. 

2 1 . (Original) The fishing apparatus of claim 20. wherein the first bait container is adapted for 
holding live bait. 

22. (Original) Thefishingapp8ramsofclaim20.wbereinth6ftrstbaitcontainerissubstantially 

cylindrical and has an openable lid. 

23. (Original) The fishing apparatus of claim 20. wherein the first bait container is made of 

plastic. 

24. (Currently amended) A fishing apparatus comprising: 
a unitary buoyant board-like support member; 

a fish container secured to the support member a^jfioftm one gn4 ftgreof for holding m fi^. the 
fish container being equipped with one or more apertures for passage of ambient water 
thoiettarough; 

a first bait container secured to the support member ,^djan-,nt another ep^l th^^rnof oppo^ite tHe one 
end for holding lisfi bait, the first bait container being equipped with one or more apertures 
for passage of ambient water therethrough; and 

a second bait container secured to the support member hf-t^rmi t}^r> m «>>ontaiper and tfie ^ m 
^ftntainer for ^ ^oldine artificial bait. 
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25. (Canceled). , 

26 (Original) The fishing apparamsofclaim 25. Wiethe second bait container «8ecu^ 

the upper surface of the suppoit member and includes at least one plastic box having an 

openable lid and a plurality of bait-holding compartments. 

27 (Original) Thefishingapparatusofclaim25.whereinthesecondbaitcontainerisse^ 

the upper siifface of the support member and includes a pluraUty of stacked plasttc boxes 
each having an openable lid and a pluraUty of bait-holding compartments. 

28 (Currently amended) A fxshing apparatus, comprising: 

a buoyant board-like support member h.iHnr l..^t , pair of npp o< iinr PriPPi^P ^ 
„„„..^ ^ p^. r-.,.;... ^ v^in the ^nnin. .n^rt^ires or ind^tjons each being deposed 

.y. ,.^,^tnT1^^,llv ^.n,llel to the resnrrTjve opposing Hrs to facilitate insertion of the 
^ .^.^ ^ fy .^ nf . user in thr msncctive pair of p rip pinp a perture, or indentions 
.y..r^. n^vidin.. for balanced han4 ffHprinr of tUf support mm\f9T bY a 

afxsh container sacuredtothe support member en4*dapte4 for holdi^^ 

being equipped with one or more apertures for passage of ambient water therethrough; and 
a bait container secured to the support member an4*dapted for holding li^ 

being equipped with one or more apeitut^ for passage of ambient water therethrough- 



5 



PA(X6/14'RCVDAT5I27/20053:12:57PM (Eastern DayOgtitriinel'SVR:U^ 



